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I. The Confrontation 

II. The Counter-Question 

III. The Characterization 

IV. The Charges 

1) Indictment #1: Tax collectors and prostitutes are entering the kingdom of Heaven before Israel’s 

religious leaders. 

2) Indictment #2: They did not believe John the Baptist, who came in the way of righteousness.  

3) Indictment #3: They did not believe even after they saw tax collectors and prostitutes repenting 

and having their lives transformed by the power of the gospel. 
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